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 PROGRAMME OF EVENTS

PO Box 76724 | Plot 436 Block 11 | TCRS Building, 2nd Floor Mwai Kibaki Road / Kiko 
Avenue | Mikocheni Area | Dar es Salaam | Tanzania | East Africa 
Email: info@hdif-tz.org | Phone / Fax: +255 22 270 1542

       www.hdif-tz.org           @HDIFtz          www.facebook.com/HDIF-Tanzania 

Media breakfast
Organisation: Human Development 
Innovation Fund (HDIF)
Time: 8am – 10am
Venue:  Buni 1
Participation: HDIF grantees and Media 
(invite only) 
Media and networking event introducing 
HDIF Round 3 Grantees and Mawazo 
Challenge start-up winners.

Principles into Practice: tools for 
tackling digital development
Organisation: HDIF
Time: 10am – 1pm
Venue:  Main Hall
Participation: Public
The Principles for Digital Development 
(digitalprinciples.org), are designed to 
institutionalise lessons learned in the 
use of information and communication 
technologies (ICTs) in development 
projects. Participants at this event will learn 
how others are putting the principles into 
practice and discover how they can apply 
them to their own work through available 
tools in an interactive workshop setting. 
HDIF’s new Principles into Practice briefing 
will be launched at the start of the event. 
To attend, please register at 
https://goo.gl/1yjwi9

Gender training for HDIF Round 2 and 
3 grantees 
Organisation: HDIF
Time: 2pm – 5pm
Venue:  Main Hall
Participation: HDIF Grantees (invite only)
Find out why and how HDIF is working on 
gender and learn how to bring a gender 
lens to your project. 

Designerthon and Fun Hack
Organisation: Jenga Hub and Apps and 
Girls
Time: 8am – 5pm
Venue:   Buni 1 and 2
Participation: Students and parents 
(invite only)
A workshop for Apps and Girls and Nlab 
students and parents to invent, build and 
present their self-devised solutions to a 
social or environmental issue focussing on 
the Sustainable Development Goals.

The role of technology and innovation 
in enhancing learning for the younger 
generation
Organisation: HDIF and Newcastle University
Time: 9am – 10pm Venue:  Main Hall 
Participation: Public
Newcastle University and HDIF will present 
new evidence showing how, in spite of the 
barriers to technology and innovation many 
countries in sub-Sahara Africa continue 
to face, ICTs can help enable learning and 
prepare students for the world of work.
To attend, please register at https://goo.gl/kAZf9A

TeachUp! Sparking transformational 
change in classrooms
Organisation: HDIF and Digital 
Opportunity Trust Tanzania (DOT)
Time: 10am – 12pm Venue:  Main Hall
Participation: Public
Find out how Digital Opportunity Trust 
Tanzania (DOT) in collaboration with 
the Vocational Education and Training 
Authority (VETA) is providing young people 
with access to digital innovations that are 
designed to meet their needs and help 
them to realise their full potential.
To attend, please register at https://goo.gl/oCgEhQ

V-SOMO: An initiative to encourage 
self-learning and vocational skills, 
pre-qualification among youth in the 
informal and private sector
Organisation: Tanzanian Commission 
for Science and Technology (COSTECH), 
Vocational Education and Training Authority 
(VETA) and Magila Tech
Time: 12pm – 1pm Venue:  Main Hall
Participation: Public
COSTECH, VETA and Magila Tech present 
‘V-SOMO’ – a mobile learning platform for 
young people pursuing vocational training. 
During the session they will provide insights 
into some of the challenges and lessons 
learned before opening the floor up for 
discussion on viable alternatives.
To attend, please register at https://goo.gl/5GCNLh

How higher education institutions can 
mould their graduates to be innovative
Organisation: The State University of Zanzibar
Time: 10am – 11am Venue:  Rotunda
Participation: Public
The State University of Zanzibar will present 
reflections on their experience encouraging 
innovation among students at SUZA. 

Innovation for children
Organisation: United Nations Children’s 
Fund (UNICEF)
Time: 9am – 1pm Venue:  Buni 1
Participation: Public
This event will showcase innovations for 
children in the Tanzanian context and engage 
participants in an interactive design workshop 
and hackathon. It will feature innovations by 
UNICEF and other development partners as 
well as promising projects emerging from the 
Youth for Children (Y4C) Innovation Hub run 
in collaboration between UNICEF Tanzania 
and University of Dar es Salaam.

Innovating at scale
Organisation: Equip T
Time: 2pm – 5pm Venue:  Main Hall
Participation: Public
Participants will learn about the School 
Information System that collects data in over 
5000 schools; parent-teacher partnerships 
that are bringing communities in nine 
regions closer to schools for improvement; 
and a school readiness programme in which 
3,000 centres are providing early learning 
opportunities for over 300,000 children in 
some of Tanzanian's most remote areas.

Co-creating impactful stories
Organisation: Ubongo and Well Told Story
Time: 2pm – 5pm Venue:  Buni 1
Participation: Public
Ubongo and Shujaaz will explain how they 
use human-centred design (HCD) to deeply 
understand their audience, prototype 
ideas and implement innovative solutions 
designed from the start for kids and youth 
in Tanzania to create ‘sticky stories’. 

Innovation spaces as drivers of 
youth’s employment and growth
Organisation: HDIF
Time: 9am – 12am
Venue:  Main Hall
Participation: Public
This is a power introduction to the 
hubs of Tanzania! Hubs, maker-spacers, 
and accelerators from around Tanzania 
will come together to showcase what 
they do, network, and meet the public, 
policymakers, innovators, and funders. 
HDIF will also present its study on hubs 
and the innovation ecosystem which 
highlights where hubs are clustered, 
challenges they face, services they 
provide, how and why they come and go, 
and what could be done to support them. 
To attend please register at
https://goo.gl/pWbF3N

Information session on the expression of 
interest for administrating Innovate.co.tz
Organisation: HDIF
Time: 12am – 1pm Venue:  Main Hall
Participation: Public
HDIF will be announcing details of an 
exciting new opportunity to manage 
their Innovation Map (innovate.co.tz) 
and taking questions in an interactive 
information session ahead of the tender 
being launched.
To attend please register at
https://goo.gl/ts9xNF

Adolescents at the centre: using 
design to meet girls’ adolescent and 
reproductive health (ASRH) needs
Organisation: Population Services 
International (PSI)
Time: 9am – 1pm Venue:  Buni 1
Participation: Public
PSI present their approach to designing 
and developing programmes to reach 
adolescent girls with critical reproductive 
health information and services. Digital tools 
for health educators will also be discussed. 

Empowering, educating, and 
elevating women and girls through 
innovations
Organisation: HDIF
Time: 2pm – 5pm Venue:  Main Hall
Participation: Public
Join HDIF in exploring the translation of skills 
into entrepreneurship and jobs through 
innovative approaches for women and 
girls. Participants who can utilise the lessons 
learned to influence future programme 
design or scale the approaches to other 
countries and regions are all welcome.
To attend, please register at
https://goo.gl/kq5ZH2

Elimika project: Knowledge should 
be free 
Organisation: VIAMO
Time: 2pm – 5pm Venue:  Rotunda
Participation: Public
Elimika is a multi-channel service 
(IVR, SMS, USSD, WAP and App) that 
provides free, on-demand public service 
information via mobile phones in 
Kiswahili, in partnership with Vodacom 
Tanzania. The service allows isolated 
people in rural areas to access information 
on topics such as health, agriculture, 
water and sanitation, family planning, 
land tenure and microfinance. This session 
will convene stakeholders to discuss how 
more services can be extended to those 
who do not have access to the internet. 

Innovation spaces workshop
Organisation: HDIF
Time: 2pm – 5pm Venue:  Buni 1
Participation: Invite only
A closed event for hubs interested 
in learning from others, sharing the 
challenges they face, looking at different 
models and exploring new ways of 
working. The workshop will address four 
areas relevant to hubs: areas of focus, 
measuring success, funding, and learning 
and replication.

Innovation and the role of the public 
and private sector in providing 
inclusive solutions to sanitation 
challenges in Tanzania
Organisation: HDIF
Time: 9am – 1pm
Venue:  Main Hall
Participation: Public
An opportunity for innovators, private 
sector players, donors, academia and 
government to come together to 
hear about innovative projects being 
implemented in the water and sanitation 
space. Discussion will centre on the gaps 
in service provision, current government 
initiatives, innovative solutions, and the 
roles and incentives for private sector 
participation in the sector.
To attend, please register at 
https://goo.gl/n9smJw

Usazi Salama: A comprehensive 
digital health platform promoting 
safer deliveries in Zanzibar
Organisation: D-Tree International
Time: 9am – 11am
Venue:  Rotunda
Participation: Public
The Zanzibar Ministry of Health and D-tree 
International will introduce participants 
to an innovative, community-based 
digital health system being implemented 
in Zanzibar to improve maternal and 
newborn health. 

Silicon Dar: City Hack
Organisation: Sahara Ventures
Time: 9am – 1pm
Venue:  Buni 2
Participation: Public
‘Silicon Dar’ is slowly emerging as a district 
on Bagamoyo Road between Bamaga and 
Morocco junction, where all the major 
telecom companies and start-ups are 
establishing their offices. City Hack invites 
participants to come together to find a 
common understanding of ‘Silicon Dar’ 
as an area, and a way forward to promote 
this area as a place for the development of 
an innovation community.

Innovative solutions for 
decision-making
Organisation: Dar Teknohama Business 
Incubator (DTBI)
Time: 11am – 1pm
Venue:  Rotunda
Participation: Public
Showcasing data-related solutions from 
participants of the Data for Local Impact 
Innovation Challenge that addresses 
challenges in delivery of quality health 
services and the HIV/AIDS epidemic 
among adolescent young girls and 
women. Government agencies and 
development partners interested in 
applying local solutions to local problems 
are particularly welcome. 

The role of technology and innovation 
in bringing about inclusive access to 
safe water for Tanzanians
Organisation: HDIF
Time: 2pm – 5pm
Venue:  Main Hall
Participation: Public
A showcase of technology-based water 
projects, including the existing pre-paid 
water solutions funded by HDIF. The 
presentation will be followed by a panel 
discussion around the role of technology 
in providing access to water and sanitation 
services in Tanzania.
To attend, please register at 
https://goo.gl/wE29ro

Cargo unmanned aerial vehicles (UAVs) 
in public health supply chains
Organisation: John Snow International (JSI) 
Time: 2pm – 5pm
Venue:  Rotunda
Participation: Public
This event will build on a white paper called 
“What should you deliver by unmanned 
aerial systems? The role of geography, 
product, and UAS type in prioritising 
deliveries by UAS”, and will present the key 
takeaway messages from the paper. There 
will also be a review and discussion of the 
current pilot project for cargo UAV delivery 
in Mwanza, Tanzania.

Flood mapping and modelling
Organisation: Ramani Huria
Time: 2pm – 5pm
Venue:  Buni 2
Participation: Public
Ramani Huria, represented by the 
World Bank and the Humanitarian 
OpenStreetMap Team, will explain their 
innovative work with citizen scientists and 
university students to conduct community-
led household surveys to determine 
historical flooding and map drainage 
systems. Taken together, these initiatives 
provide an unprecedented look into the 

actual risk and incidence of flooding in 
Dar es Salaam. The University of Delft in 
the Netherlands, and Deltares, a Dutch 
hydrological research firm, will participate 
as specialists.

Innovations Exhibition
Organisation: Curated by HDIF 
Time: 8am – 5pm
Venue:  Buni 1
Participation: Public
An exhibition of various innovations. 
Everything from Virtual Reality (VR) through 
to water apps and nutrition. Come explore! 

Pecha Kucha
Organisation: Chi
Time: 7pm – 9pm
Venue: Trinity Bar (off site) 
Participation: Public
Pecha Kucha (Japanese for ‘chit-chat’) 
is a dynamic event for people to share 
their passion projects, creative concepts 
and ideas in a quick-timed presentation 
of 20 slides on the theme of ‘Stories in 
Innovation: The Good, The Bad and The 
Ugly’. Come for a night of Show ‘n Tell meets 
Open Mic and Happy Hour!

Harnessing storytelling and design 
thinking for social impact
Organisation: LAS Consultancy
Time: 9am – 5pm
Venue:  Rotunda
Participation: Public
To transform society, we must learn to 
tell – and listen to – stories of impact 
about the world we are creating. Using 
the human-centred design approach we 
will take entrepreneurs through a series 
of activities designed to help them to 
develop their own story.

Harakati Za Lucy
Organisation: TAI Tanzania
Time: 9am – 5pm
Venue:  Buni 1
Participation: Public
An event exploring the realities of 
menstrual hygiene management, 
particularly for girls and young women. 
Among other issues, participants will have 
the chance to discuss the factors that 
hinder access to sanitary products for girls 
and how they can get involved with TAI 
Tanzania’s campaign to raise awareness.

Appsphilia: Girls' love for making apps
Organisation: She Codes for Change and 
Inspire Ideas
Time: Friday 8am – 5pm and 
Saturday  8am – 1pm

Venue:  Buni 2
Participation: Students and teachers 
(invite only) 
She Codes for Change and Inspire Ideas 
are coming together at this event to 
build the capacity of thirty young girls 
from secondary schools to approach 
and create solutions to societal 
problems in an innovative and creative 
way through the usage of modern 
programming language and Artificial 
Intelligence. Over two days the students 
will address challenges they face in 
health, education, water, sanitation and 
hygiene (WASH) in Tanzania. The best 
innovative solution will have their story 
published. 

Her Innovate 2018
Organisation: Shule Direct
Time: 9am – 1pm
Venue: Ndoto Hub (Offsite)
Participation: Public
This open café style event for women 
brings girls and young women together 
with inspirational women leaders in 
the innovation ecosystem. Participants 
will network and share ideas on how 
innovation can empower young women 
and discuss how to overcome challenges 
to reach their goals and implement ideas 
that drive social change.

ABOUT INNOVATION WEEK 2018  
21-26 MAY 2018

Innovation Week is a series of events in Dar es Salaam exploring 
innovation in research, development, entrepreneurship, technology 
and design. Curated by the Human Development Innovation Fund 
(HDIF), UKAid and COSTECH, the theme this year is ‘Innovation into 
Action’. During the week,  experts from sectors such as digital tech, 
education, health and water, sanitation and hygiene, will be sharing 
their insights on innovation with audiences and collaborators from 
across Tanzania. The purpose of Innovation Week is to inspire current 
and future leaders in the country to take risks on new ideas, collaborate 
across sectors, and transform Tanzania through the scaling of innovation. 
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Digi-Learners competition
Organisation: Shule Direct
Time: 8am – 1pm
Venue:  Buni 1
Participation: Students and Teachers 
(invite only) 
Digi-Learners is a team competition 
event for secondary school students and 
teachers. Based on Shule Direct’s digital 
learning platforms, the competition will 
feature both academic and technology 
activities that the teams will be required 
to work on, competing against each 

other. Participants will explore how to 
adopt technology to improve learning.

Innovation Week closing and awards 
ceremony
Organisation: HDIF and Partners
Time: 2pm – 5pm
Venue:  Main Hall
Participation: Public
The closing event to wrap up Innovation 
Week with highlights, and the 
presentation of awards to start-ups and 
students from the week’s events.

https://goo.gl/1yjwi9
https://goo.gl/kAZf9A


TIME MAIN HALL ROTUNDA BUNI 1 BUNI 2 OFFSITE

DAY 1 MONDAY 21 MAY

8 am – 10am
Media breakfast – 

Invite only

Fun Hack – 
Invite only

10 am – 1 pm

Principles in Practice: 
tools for tackling 

digital development – 
Public event

Designerthon – 
Invite only

1 pm – 2 pm LUNCH BREAK

2 pm – 5 pm

Gender training for 
HDIF Round 2 and 3 

grantees – 
Invite only

Designerthon – 
Invite only

Fun Hack – 
Invite only

DAY 2 TUESDAY 22 MAY EDTECH DAY

9 am – 10 am

The role of technology 
and innovation in 

enhancing learning for 
the younger generation 

– Public event Innovation for 
children – 

Public event
10 am – 11 am

TeachUp! Sparking 
transformational 

change in classrooms – 
Public event

How HEIs can mould 
their graduates to be 

innovative – 
Public event

11 am – 12:00

12:00 – 1 pm

V-SOMO: An initiative to 
encourage self-learning 

and vocational skills, 
pre-qualification among 

youth in the informal 
and private sector – 

Public event

1 pm – 2 pm LUNCH BREAK

2 pm – 5 pm
Innovating at scale – 

Public event

Co-creating impactful 
stories – 

Public event

5 pm – 6 pm EVENING BREAK

6 pm – 8 pm
HDIF Consortium 

meeting – 
Invite only

DAY 3 WEDNESDAY 23 MAY HUB/ECOSYSTEM DAY

9 am – 12:00

Innovation Spaces 
as Drivers of Youths 

Employment and 
Growth – Public event

Adolescents at the 
centre: using design to 
meet girls’ adolescent 

and reproductive 
health (ASRH) needs – 

Public event12:00 – 1 pm

Information session on 
the expression of interest 

for administrating 
Innovate.co.tz 
– Public event

1 pm – 2 pm LUNCH BREAK

2 pm – 5 pm

Empowering, 
educating, and 

elevating women 
and girls through 

innovations 
– Public event

Elimika project: 
Knowledge should 

be free – 
Public event

Innovation spaces 
workshop – 
Invite only

TIME MAIN HALL ROTUNDA BUNI 1 BUNI 2 OFFSITE

DAY 4 THURSDAY 24 MAY TECHNICAL DAY
8 am – 9 am

Innovations 
exhibition – 
Public event

9 am – 10 am

Innovation and the 
role of the public 

and private sector in 
providing inclusive 

solutions to sanitation 
challenges 

in Tanzania – 
Public event

Usazi Salama: 
A comprehensive 

digital health platform 
promoting safer 

deliveries in Zanzibar – 
Public event

10 am – 11 am

11 am – 12:00
Innovative solutions 

for decision-making – 
Public event

Silicon Dar – City Hack 
– Public event12:00 – 1 pm

1 pm – 2 pm LUNCH BREAK

2 pm – 5 pm

The role of technology 
and innovation 

in bringing about 
inclusive access to safe 
water for Tanzanians – 

Public event

Cargo unmanned aerial 
vehicles (UAVs) in 

public health 
supply chains – 

Public event

Innovations 
exhibition – 
Public event

Flood mapping and 
modeling –  

Public event

5 pm – 6 pm EVENING BREAK

6 pm – 9 pm
Pecha Kucha  – 

Trinity Bar
– Public event

DAY 5 FRIDAY 25 MAY INSPIRE DAY
8 am – 9 am

Appsphilia: Girls’ love 
for making apps – 

Invite only9 am – 1 pm

Harnessing storytelling 
and design thinking for 

social impact – 
Public event

Harakati Za Lucy – 
Public event

Her Innovate 2018 – 
Nboto Hub

– Public event

1 pm – 2 pm LUNCH BREAK

2 pm – 5 pm

Harnessing storytelling 
and design thinking for 

social impact – 
Public event

Harakati Za Lucy – 
Public event

Appsphilia: Girls’ love 
for making apps – 

Invite only

Her Innovate 2018 – 
Nboto Hub

– Public event

DAY 6 SATURDAY 26 MAY INSPIRE DAY

8 am – 1 pm
Digi–learners 
competition – 
Public event

Appsphilia: Girls’ love 
for making apps – 

Invite only

1 pm – 2 pm LUNCH BREAK

2 pm – 5 pm

Innovation Week 
closing and awards 

ceremony – 
Public event

END OF INNOVATION WEEK 2018
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